














Message from the
Secretary and FOI Champion

The fifth y implementation
Information (FOI) rose to the challen

), through the FOI anagement
y effort to reach Filipinos at
national level, p n t
to inform them
rd with the
siclent has laid out for the nation

e critical role of efficient

suring publ

6 Our desire for
development requires
transparency and
accountability; and
this is no one man'’s
job. The fulfillment
of our vision requires
cooperation and
collective action. ¢9
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AS one of the President's landmark policies, the FOI
Program is a testament that the present administration is
keen on providing the Filipino people access to
government information. Since then, it has continuously
expanded its efforts in fostering a nation of truly
engaged and well-informed citizenry by promoting
access toinformation through standard paper-based and
electronic platforms.

The PCOO believes that the FOI Program stands as a
beacon of hope for the country as it gradually emerges
with better systems fueled by better ideals of
transparency, accountability, and open governance. And
because we aim for a finer country, we put our best foot
forward when it comes to public service delivery.
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International Day for Photography Champion
Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) 4

As the country’s lead agency in the implementation and promation
of Fieedom of Information, the Presidential Communications
Operations Office (PCOO) celebrated the annual International Day
for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) by promoting the right to
access information through  different art forms. FOI-PMO
conducted the nationwide FOI Multi-Arts Festival - a month-long
contest that showcased the creativity of Fillpino artistsand hobbyists

in depicting the value of access toinformation in our democracy, and

-

showcasing the government's transparency legacy through visual, Tvaria 5 Uksgs Kama e

literary, and performing arts. Photographer: Robert | Flores
Digital Poster Making Essay-Writing
Champion Champion

: CHAPTER 1l

66 with all the needed tools at hand by
virtue of the FOI, there is no rea.son for INSTITUTI ONAL l Z ING
us not to complete our masterpiece of TRANSPARENCY

transparency and settle for merely
chandliop Hing = Key Policies released in Calendar Year 2021

We need to get invelved in demanding
accountability of the government. This
masterpiece of transparency created
from a blank, opaque canvas will now
bear truth and trust that we can proudly
pass on to the next generation. ,,

FOI: PAINTING A LEGACY OF
TRUTH, TRUST, TRANSPARENCY

o view the Jingle-Making and
Artist:John Paul R. Sierra Tiktok-Making Contest Winners By: Camille R. Bumatay
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has a direct impact op their everyday lives;

To address this, the PCOO partnered with the Department

“of the Interior and Local Govetnment (DILG) through the -
. issuance ‘of Joint Memorandum. Circular 12018-01 alsa

known as the ! "Reiteration’ of EO No. 2. s. 2016,

Operationalizing the Peopla’ Right to Infatmation and

State P i Eull Public Discl a7

the Public Service,” which éncaurages local government
 nits (LGUS)to pass their own local FOI Ordinances or FOs.

Province of Batanes
03 Decamber 2019

Province of llocos Norte
16 September 2016

Municipality of San Nicolas, llocos Nerte & May 2018
lity of Cervantes 2 pec 2019
Municipality of Sta Maria 2 Dec 2019

City of Lacag, llocos Norte 15 May 2017
City of Tuguegaras, Cagayan 06 June 2019

—@ Province of Isabela 21 January 2020
City of llagan, Isabela 27 August 2019

Municipality of Pura, Tarlac 15 May 2020
Municipality of Infanta, Quezon 17 June 2019

ality of Balacan 11 Dec 201%

Municipality of Santo Tomas 21 Dec 2020 -
Province of Benguiet 04 Sept 2013 @—
Municipality of Sagada 23 Sept 2019

Municipality of Lingayen 22 March 2021

Municipality of San Pablo, Laguna 25 March 2019
City of Antipola, Rizal 28 January 2019

Municipality of Pakil, Laguna 9 October 2018

City of Cabuyao, Laguna 4 Novamber 2020
Provinee of Laguna 13 June 2019

City of Valenzuela 10 December 2019

City of Muntinlupa 05 October 2020

City of Quezon, Metro Manila
09 October 2019

of Torrijos, 18 February 2019

City of Legazpi, Albay 09 Dacember 2019
: City of Tabaco, Albay 20 April 2021
Municipality of Pilar, Sorsogon 13 October 2020
., Province of Masbate 17 September 2018

City of Pasig, Metro Manila
13 September 2018

Municipality of Sablayan,
Occidental Mindoro
23 September 2019

Municipality of San Roque,
Northern Samar 21 October 2019

City of Borongan, Eastern Samar
8 Way 2020

City of Ormoc 2 February 2021
Province of Bohol 20 July 2018

Province of Occidental Mindoro

30 October 2019 3 "
@ity of Calgpan,
Oriental Mindoro ‘
01 July 2019
Municipality of Dumangas
18 September 2020
City of Himamaylan, vinee of
Negros Occidental Bﬁuj(;:rz\gn

22 November 2019 Municipality of
Consolacion, Cebu
28 June 2019

Province of Palawani

10 Decenber 2020 Province of Surigac Del Norte

22 October 2018

Provinee of Surigas Del Sur
06 February 2020

Province of Agusan del Sur
9 March 2021
Municipality of San Francisco
28 October 2019

Municipality of Monkayo,
Davae de Ore 24 February 2020

City of Lamitan, Basilan

City of Tacurong,
4 November 2020 i =

Sultan Kudarat 05 February 2020

J
City of Isabela, Basilan

04 September 2019 Province of South Cotabato

City of Kidapawan, 09 March 2020
,A- Neorth Cotabato
) B 26 November 2019
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L.GUs with
FOI Ordinances

As of this writing, 58 LGUS had successfully passed their own
FOI Ordinances, thereby institutionalizing transparency not only
at the Executive branch but also at the subnational level.
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Freedomof Information (FO)

Manuals

are req| ]
their People’s FOI Manuals defining how
it will faclli 2 e

print format - to
guide ordinary citizens who do not have

- Internet access, and in digital |

for the public who wish
information without physically go

- goverament offices.

AIL186 out of 188 (of 99%) NGAS, 100
out of 107 for 93%) GOCCs, 108 out of
111 (or 97%) State Universities and
Colleges (SUCs), and 260 out of 521
(or 50%) Local Water Districts (LWDs)
have complied with the directives of
the EO through thie submission of their
FOI Manuals.

Althouah the Philippines currently has
an EO, this does not hinder the success
in implementing the FOI Program
across. the whole Government.
Constitutional Commissions such as
the Commission on Elections,
Commission on Audit, Civil Service
Commission, and the Office of the
Ombudsman, on their own initiative,
pUblished their own guidelines on right
to public access of information. In 2018,
the Supreme Court of the
Philippines (SC) issued an order in its
lower  courts to adopt the FOI
guidelines created by the 5C.

Agency Information Inventory (All)

A total of 299,559 records from 486 (or 52%) government:
agencies had been consolidated from the submitted All -- a
master list of all the information they hold, store, maintain,
and archive providing the scope and limitations of each type
of infermation. The FOI-PMO advises government agencies
‘to proactively disclose information that is considered as
“public,” this is to reduce the burden on public administration
of having to process requests for information that may be
filed under EQ No. 2, 5. 2016.

I Compliance for the Grant of
Performance-Based Bonus (PBB)
for Fiscal Year 2021

Through the initiative of the DBM and PCOQ, the FOI
Program requirements (i e, posting of signed People’s
FOI manual, FOI Reports, FOI logo, one-page FOI
Manual, and AID-FO| Tool in the agency’s website) ‘
have been included as criteria: under the Other

Cross-Cutting Requirements category for eligibility to

grant PBB for Fiscal Years 2017 to 2021 Performance

Targets.

For Fiscal Year 2021, the FOI Program is one of the
requirements in order to be eligible for the grant of the-
PBB pursuant to MC No. 2021-1 issued by Task Force
Administrative Order (AO) No. 25, s. 2011. Through FOI
MC No. 21-02, the FOI-PMO expounded the criteria
and validation process guidelines.







International Assessment on
Right to Access of Information

The FOI-PMO undertook the RTl Rating Assessment
(rti-rating.org) among selected government agencies last March
2020 to learn how to improve our scores in several international
criteria on FOI - such as the Millenium Challenge Corporation
(MCC) Annual Scorecard for Fiscal Year 2020, Unfortunately, this
initiative was postponed because of the administrative challenges
posed by the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
The FOI-PMO relaunched the RTI Rating Assessment for the
second time last April 2021, in line with the country’s COVID-19
response and recovery activities.

Inclusion of the FOI Program under the General
Education Curriculum for Higher Education Institutions.

For the past years, the PCOO has been constantly in coordination
with CHED - Office of Planning, Research and Knowledge
Management (OPKRM) and the University of the Philippines
Systern for the inclusion of the FOI Program in the new General
Education Curriculum for Higher Education Institutions,
particularly under the Science, Technology, and Society (STS)
Module.

Dagyaw 2021

The Participatory Governance Cluster, through the Department
of the Interior and Local Government, Department of Budget and
Management, PCOO, with support from CODE NGO, conducted
a series of Dagyaw 2021 Virtual Town Hall Meetings which aims to
create a platform for open dialogue between the government
and the public on issues anchored on efficient and accountable
Jocal service delivery.

Turnover Ceremony of the

FOI Information Materials to LGUs

As part of the continuing partnership with all libraries in the Local
Government Units, the FOI-PMO led the Turnover Ceremony of
the FOI Information Materials to the Pasig City Public Library. The
ceremony was officiated by FOI Program Directer Atty. Kristian R.
Ablan of the Presidential Communications Office, and Mayor
Victor Ma. Regis "Vico" N. Sotto of the City of Pasig, on 23
September 2020 at Pasig City Hall.

Pasig City s the first local government unit to partner with FOI
Philppines for the FOI Library Project. This initiative aims to
strengthen the utilization of FOI as a platform to access
government information, data, records, and documents among
citizens.

FOI Bridging Series

The FOI Bridging Series is a new program of the FOI PMO which
seeks to bridge the gap between the government and civil
society on issues that matter on the ground. A pilot activity was
conducted last September with the Partnership of Philippine
Support Service Agencles, Inc. (PhiSSA) for and with its
community beneficiaries on the topic Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management and Climate Change Adaptation and Housing
and Urban Development. Seeing that this initiative opened a
fruitful and successful engagement for the CSO partners to
discuss, verify, and seek clarifications about the govermment's
programs, projects, and activities that areinline with their priority
agenda and advocacy work and that the govemment partners
were given the avenue to explain and disseminate information
about the types of data they maintain and process, the Bridging
Serles aims to bolster the active civic participation and expand
the spaces for dialogue between and among CSOs and other key
partners and stakeholders of the FOI PMO.

The FOI Program for the
Business Sector and Private Sector

The FOI Program for the non-government organizations In line with
FQI-PMO's objective to continually capacitate its users, especially the
grassroots communities, several partnerships were formed this year to
continue strengthening and building on the demand for transparency and
accountability by engaging with and encouraging business groups and
organizations, lawmakers, local government units, and other civil society
organizations to call for the passage of the FOI Law.

NEW

FOI

PARTNERS

PhilDHRRA

The FOI-PMO formed new partnerships this year with the
following non-government organizations: Philippine  Support
Services (PHILSSA), Philippine Partnership for the Development of
Human Resources in Rural Areas (PhilDHRRA), WeSolve, Makati
Business Business Club (MBC), Legal Network for Truthful Elections
(LENTE), Hirayang Kabataan (HK), We the Youth Vote PH (WTYV
PH), Vote Pilipinas, EON Group, GoodGov PH, ActivateGov PH of
GoodGov PH, Cirrolytix, and Eskwelabs.
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ICIC X019

11th International Conference of
Information Commissioners

Concurrent Panel

nisms to implement ATI/FOI in
d private sphere in the absence of
enabling legislation

CHAPTER IV
SUSTAINING OUR SHARED VISION
OF TRANSPARENCY
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FOI Philippines in the
2021ICIC Wednesdays.

As an accredited member of the International
Conference of Information Commissioners (ICIC),
a forum for infermation rights across the werld,
the FOI-PMO participated in the 12th International
Conference this year through a series of ICIC
Wednesday webinars that started last 30 June
2021. Al webinars are available in the ICIC's
YouTube channel

26 May 2021
Transparency and trust in pandemic times

30 June 2021
Blurred boundaries in access to information:
home office and public record management

28 July 2021
Privacy and transparency in health issues

25 August 2021
Access to Information and Freedom of Press

29 September 2021

Challenges of Transparency in the Digital
Governments: Transparency of public
administration in the use of Arti inteligence
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eFOIl Portal as one of the tools for Citizens Services

® Promotes demand-driven transparency and accountability,
made possible through a web-based platform that can recelve:

and track multiple requests simultaneously.

® Increases public participation In government processes by

extended reach through the web.

-

eFOl portal going beyond Tracking

Possibilities beyond tracking. eFOI can be a document tracking and.
management system for the whole of government, which will be akey
bridge towards ensuring public access to comprehensive, complete,
relevant information.

eFOl portal is an exemplary Government eService

® Uniquely Govemment-driven. Other countries’ eFOI websites
were mostly bulit by Civil Society Organizations (C50s) and
Non-government organizations (NGOs). Being government-driven,

the country’s eFOl inftiative was an exception to the rule.

* Good Agency Reception. More agencies are requesting to be
trained on the eFOl and be onbearded on the portal for the public to

readlly access theirinformation.

The FOI-PMO upgrades the eFOI website
by updating its contents. These updates
include deployment of chatbot FRIDA
(Freedom of Information Digital Assistant),
online deployment of various issuances,
deployment of (Inter-Agency Task Force)
|ATF reselutions, onboarding of agencies;
updating of FOI officers’ accounts in the
portal; and resolving eFOI service desk
tickets or addressing eFOIl portal issues
and concerns.
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As of 30 September 2021, the eFOI Portal has received a total of
76,635 requests lodged to the 545 participating gevernment
agencies. Below is the summary of the number of requests

received in the past five years

¢FOI Request Growth Rate

20,000

35,000
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There has also been a considerable growth in the number of eFOI
Portal users which comprises the 61,407 total number of
registered users in the eFOI Portal -

Number of eFOI Portal users
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Closed

Unsuccessful

Based on the data gathered from the eFOI,
the most requested information are the following:
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Statistics, datasets, Not counted as an

and research FOIl request

3% 1%

Persenal
information

Legal documents/
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TRANSPARENCY
oadshow

LUZON « VISAYAS « MINDANAD

The 202] Transparency Roadshow aims to inform and engage
representatives from the national and local governments, civil
society, academe, media, and the general public on the
government's responses against the COVID-19 pandemic, to raise
awareness on the transparency initiatives of our current
Administration, and to promote other services and programs of the
government. A total of thirty-three (33) PCOO and Transparency
Roadshows were conducted from January 2017 to September 2021.
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FOI-PN
Benguet on
the goverr

It aims to build

TRrRANSPARENCY

G ACY

piGiTaAL// LECTURE SERIES

The FOI Transparency Legacy Digital Lecture Series is FOI's new
capacity-building activity this year which aims to “sharpen the
saw” of our target stakeholders in FOI praxis. This online seminar
covers broad, as well as audience-specific topics geared towards
improving  stakeholders’ knowledge and skils in  FOI
implementaticn. Through this webinar, we develop more FOI
Advocates and Champions that will contribute to the growth and
innovation of the FOI program

FOI FOR THE ACADEME:

The Role of Access to Government Information
in today's Data-Driven Soclety

In view of the First National Higher Education Day and the 27th
Founding Anniversary from 17-21 May 2021, the CHED and FOI
Philippines conducted a webinar entitled, “FOI for the Academe:
The Role of Access to Government Information in today's
Data-Driven Society” on 20 May 2021 via Zoom web conference.
The webinar was attended by more than 400 faculty members and
students from the different Higher Education Institutions

nationwide.

Together with CHED, the FOI Philippines will continue to promote
the use of the FOI Program in the academe as a tool for knowledge
generation, innovation, transparency, and empowerment to further
build awareness and strengthen the capacities of the students to

empower them on ther right to access governmentinformation.
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FOI Online Consultation System (FOCS)
for FOI Officers and PBB Focal Persons

Despite circumstances brought by Coronavirus Disease
(COVID-19) pandemic, the FOI-PMO ought to recognize and
adapt the new normal arrangement, as many activities and
engagements including the conduct of face-to-face
training-orientations for stakeholders have been canceled to
mitigate the spread of the said disease. To fulfill its mandate, the
FOI-PMO facilitated an FOI Online Consultation System
(FOCS) for FOI Officers and PBB Focal Persons using a video
conference facility to continuously train and capacitate them on
the provisions set forth by the EO No. 2, s. 2016 and the
requirements for the grant of PBB. A total of thirty-eight (38)
FOCS were conducted from June 2020 to September 2021.

/ -t
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e 2021
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

HANGOUTS

Through the years, one of our empowerment activities for
our FOI Key Officers is activated through the conduct of the
FOI Hangouts annually, From 2019 to 2021, the FOI-PMO
conducted FROs' Hangout to convene agency FROs to
discuss and provide feedback on FOI implementation. More
than 300 NGAs and GOCCs attended the FROs' Hangout
from 2019 to 2021. This year, the FOI Program intends to
expand its successful roll-out of the FOI Hangouts by
conducting a joint FOI Receiving Officers (FROs) and FOI
Decision Makers' (FDMs) Hangouts,, the first of its kind, on 25
June 2021 (Friday), 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm via Zoom platform.
Simultaneous live streaming will be shown through the FOI
Philippines Facebook page. The Hangout aims to
continuously update our FOI Officers on their status of
implementation of the Executive Order No. 2, s. 2016; to
introduce the latest and updated features of the eFOI portal;
and to present the criteria for the 2021 FOI Awards.

Civil Society Organizations (CSO)

Hangouts

for the Women and LGBTQIA+Sector

The FOI Team, in collaboration with the Philippine B
on Women (PCW) and Commission on Human Rights,
successfully conducted its first CSO Hangouts for Wzimenﬁy@

the LGBTQIA+ Community. It was attended by 200+
participants and Facebook viewers from all regions of the
country. The conduct of the multi sectoral SO Hangoutsis:
of the milestones enrolled in the commitment of the PC
the 5th National Action Plan of the Philippine
Government Partnership.

4
TRAINING OF
TRAINERS

To ensure the most effective and efficient dissemination of the
program to the broader community, the PCOO recegnizes the
significant role of key partner agencies and organizations in
capacitating  individuals and  development stakeholder
organizations in performing their roles and mandates, especially
within the public sector. The two-day training is divided into skills
development sessions on how to become an effective FOI
Ambassader. The methodology —consists of lectures,
structured-learning experiences, interactive sessions, and small
group workshops to ensure the active involvement of the
participants. The FOI-PMO successfully conducted a series of
trainings for PhiSSA and PhiDHRRA, Commission on Higher
Education, and Makati Business Club.

o e
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\
‘ biiveiy FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

Information, Engagement, and
Communications Activities

IEC §

The FOI Program provides free service,
accessible through the eFOI Portal at
www foi.govph, and posts daily updates
onits official FOI Facebook page.

o | FREEDOM OF INFORMATION F‘Y.l.

Lt_J SA RADY@ with Usec. Kris Ablan
Number of

FOI's TV show entitled For Your Information (FYL)isa featured agencies: Average Viewership:
public service television program that keeps the

public in the loop with the latest projects, policies,
and programs of the government. FYI airs every ,

Sunday at IBC-13, 8:30 pm to 9:00 pm. s
agencies viewers/quarter

The Official Facebook page of FYI:
https://www.facebook com/FYIPHOfficial/

For its second season, Young Juans Podcast hosted by
DJ Jada teams up with FOI Philippines and its FOI Youth
Ambassaders Program te increase awareness of our
programs and activities for FOI youth advocates.

FOI goes on-air through “FOI sa Radye” in its effort to reach more citizens in T i s : . S Viewers may watch every Wednesday night at 9:00 PM
its prometion of transparency and citizen participation. FOI sa Radyo airs 61 2 764 o GETTING TO KNOW FREEDOM OF INFORMATION on Republikast (Republika FMI Facebook page, Spotify,
every Friday, 6:00 pm. - 7.00 p.m. over the government’s flagship radio and YouTube).

station Radyo Pilipinas, and also streamed via FOI Facebook page. episodes viewers/quarter

2020/21 FOT Philippines » Annual Report 46



fucobook

Paople  Tab  Window  Help

| [ odebrec: x | [ AcTEC X J (1 et | [ Mountar x| @ Mounta

DIoiph ¢

FOI Philippines o

About

Videos

Maorg w

Enhance the Reg
With Tags Reach of Your Vidag
'S8 vide

Not Now

Craate

FINNEG B

OON I Wed 200

X | €) FOrphil x| M nbex

Social Media Engagement

The FOI Facebook page aligns its communication
strategy to capture the improvements and
successes in FOI implementation that need to be
sustained and spread in light of behavioural
change, and its transparency legacy. This year, FOI
has revamped its content and media strategy per
platform to capture target audience, and share
relevant contents such as the launch of ‘Just so
‘You Know: The FOI PH's Vleg" in YouTube which
aims to provide FOI contents and information to
millennials and Gen Z, the primary consumers of
our services. FOl Philippines is present in
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Youtube.

£ 74,200 followers

FOI's Twitter account has gained:

. 1.470 new followers

The newly-revamped FOI Instagram
has gained:

974 foliowers

FOI's Youtube channel garnered over

» 1,000 subscribers this year
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CHAPTER VII
TESTIMONIALS AND
MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

QRAO08 &¢
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House of Representatives

Cong. Ron Salo
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House of Representatives Cong. Alfred Vargas
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Freedom of information on matters of public concern is a
right guaranteed under our Constitution. Although
expressly provided, the provision is not self executory, thus
there is a need for an enabling law for its implementation.

The issuance Executive Order No. 2, 2016 is a recagnition of
the importance of a free and open exchange of information
in a democracy, intended to enhance transparency and
accountability in the government. While the raticnale
behind the issuance of the Executive Order is consistent
with the policy direction of President Duterte, | know that
the FOI-PMO headed by Usec. Atty. Kristian Ablan faced a
daunting task of implementing the said Executive Order
across the Executive Branch. Faced with the enormous
task, the FOI-PMQ successfully navigated through
uncharted path and successfully implemented the
President's policy issuance during one of the most
challenging time in recent history.

o6 The FOI-PMO successfully
navigated through uncharted
path and successfully
implemented the President’s
policy issuance during one of
the most challenging time in
recent history. L)

Itis through the passion and commitment of the people
from the FOI-PMO that we are gathered today to revisit
the milestones achieved under this issuance.

With this | would like to congratulate the PCOO headed by
Sec. Andanar and the FOI-PMO headed by Usec. Ablan for
being such a staunch advocate of freedom of information. |
know that it took a lot of dedication, commitment, and
gallantry on your part and the people from the PCOO to
reach this milestone. Hats off to all of you.

H

RONP.SALO
Representative, KABAYAN Partylist

Ever since President Rodrigo Duterte issued
Executive Order (EO) No. 02 or the Executive Order
for the People’s Constitutional Right to Information
and the State Policies of Full Public Disclosure and
Transparency in Public Service in 2016, the
Presidential Communications Operations Office
(PCOO) and the Freedom of Information Project
Management Office have been at the vanguard of
upholding our right of access to information. They,
along with FOI advocates all around the country,
have stood at the forefront of promoting
transparency and accountability in public service.

In the time of COVID-19, information is power.
Access to services from appropriate government
agencies can help alleviate the situation of Filipinos
and that begins with the availability of correct and
reliable information. Conversely, misinformation can
dangerously lead to helplessness, anxiety, and might
even cost the life of our people. As public servants, it
is our duty and responsibility to serve the country
and the Filipino people to the best of our abilities.
Policies that promote Freedom of Information will
help us deepen that commitment.

With the success of the PCOO, and the FOI-PMO,
along with the many brave FOI advocates who
weathered the many challenges we have
encountered, | extend my deepest gratitude and
congratulations for the strides in good governance
we have accomplished together.

Mabuhay ang PCOO!
Mabuhay ang Freedom of Information!

REP. ALFRED D. VARGAS
Congressman
Fifth District, Quezon City

86 As publicservants, itis our
duty and responsibility to
serve the country and the
Filipino people to the best

of our abilities. Policies that

promote Freedom of

Information will help us
deepen that commitment. (1)



City of Himamaylan Office of Yice Mayor
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Civil Society Organizations R2KRN
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Himamaylan is a rural city in southern Negros
Occidental known for the slow pace of life and
where change was merely a slogan, a cry for hope
repeated by a handful of reformists. This all changed
following the elections of 2019. With the leadership
passed on to a new generation came a fresh and
bold direction, as Vice Mayor | committed to
harnessing this energy to enact legislation that
would institutionalize good governance in City Hall.
This led to my writing and shepherding of the first
FOI Ordinance to be enacted by an LGU in Negros
Occidental, which, in turn, opened avenues for
People's Empowerment and Civic Engagement.

As a gateway legislation, FOI paved the way for
partnerships with prominent groups in Manila and
even abroad. It also strengthened the LGU's thrust
to be responsive to the infrastructure needs of its
constituents through the Citizen Participation in
Governance (CPaG) initiative.

As a social media portal for linking small
infrastructure requests of Himamaylanons, CPaG
has allowed the LGU to respond quickly,
transparently, and effectively. Al these ultimately
contribute to restoring trust in the LGU as an
institution and proved that change is not only
possible and not just a word on a tarpaulin rather a
force that can be harnessed to build a better, more
progressive City.

HON. JUSTIN DOMINIC S. GATUSLAQ
Viice Mayor
City of Himamaylan, Negros Occidental

U As a gateway legislation,
FOI paved the way for
partnerships with
prominent groups in

Manila and even abroad. ¢9

Freedom of Information (FOI) is both bedrock and trigger
of transparency and accountability. This is the article of
faith of the Right to Know Right Now! Coalition (R2RKN).

Amid a lingering pandemic, accurate and timely
information should be part of government’s protocol of
cure to stop the abuse and misuse of public funds.

We acknowledge the perseverance and dedication of the
FOI-Project Management Office led by Undersecretary
Kris Ablan for its commitment to uphold the people’s right
to information.

As advocates, we are happy to have government partners
who are moved by the same passion and zeal for pushing
an FOllaw.

This, the Constitution has required of our lawmakers from
whence it was ratified 34 years ago.

Our advocacy for an FOI law has been a long and difficult
journey marked by mostly frustrating, and just a few
hopeful, moments.

6 The big push for the
law to finally pass is
our common task and
duty. We must get
this work done
together, soonest. L)

ATTY. EIRENE JHONE AGUILA

Aksyong Kabayanihan para sa Organisadong Pagbabago
Right to Know, Right Now! Coalition

Co-convenor

MS. MALOU MANGAHAS

Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism
Right to Know, Right Now! Coalition
Co-convenor

MS. JENINA JOY CHAVEZ
Action for Economic Referms
Right to Know, Right Now! Coalition
Co-convenor




FOI Partners LENTE and Wesolve

2020,21 YOI Philippines ® Annual Report 53

FOl Partners PHILSSA and PhilDHRRA
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One of the keystones in a demecracy is the people’s free access to
information, especially those on matters of national concern. As good
and active citizens, we want our decisions to be made with complete,
reliable, and accurate information. When the pecple are informed, we
are able to positively participate in the democratic process.

With LENTE's previous and engoing partnerships with the Freedom of
Informatien-Project Management Office (FOI-PMO) such as the FOI
public video podeast and FOI Practice Project, these became avenues
not only for the organization but significantly for the general public to
be aware about their right to information; be informed on the issues
associated with this right as well as their potential participation and
engagement as citizens, and the government's transparency and
accountability; and be equipped in using FOI as a tool to ensure asafe,
accountable, transparent, inclusive 2022 National and Local Elections
which inspire national public confidence.

We, at LENTE, believe in the standards of accountability and
transparency. The short period in which we have had the FOI program
is but the brave first few steps in our journey towards establishing
resilient democratic institutions and an empowered citizenry. We look
forward to seeing the positive impact that a stronger and more
aceessible Freedom of Information program will have towards the
elections and good governance.

ATTY. RONA ANN CARITOS
Executive Director
Legal Network for Truthful Elections (LENTE)

@] wesolve.

We consider the Freedom of Information program one of the bright
spots in building a data-friendly culture in the Philippines. The FOI
portal has seena monumental Tlxjump in data requests from 2016 to
2020, more than half are for research purposes, and two-fifths are
considered successful requests. We consider this a laudable effort
and are glad that the FOI Project Management Office is open to
feedback for how we can improve people's access to quality public
data sets.

We need to #PassFOINow! Qur Data for Empowerment Alliance
stands with the FOI community in passing the FOI Law during this
Congress. We thank Rep. Ron Salo and the House Committee on
Public Information, Undersecretary Kris Ablan, the hardworking
teamn at the FOI-PMO, and the co-convenors and members of the
Right to Know, Right Now! Coalition, for empowering us to actively
shape the FOI billand to exercise our constitutional right to know

KENNETH ISAIAH ABANTE

Fellow and Head of Practice, WeSolve

Coordinator, Citizens' Budget Tracker and Move As One Coalition
Co-author, "Data for Empowerment: Grganizing Principles for an
Inclusive Public Data Ecosystemin the Philippines

Partnership of Philippine Support Service Agencies
(PHILSSA) is a national network of civil society organizations
(CSOs) working on development and humanitarian concerns,
especially for peor and vulnerable communities in urban and
urbanizing areas. PHILSSA believes that information is vital
for planning, implementing and assessing of any
development, humanitarian and advocacy interventions.

PHILSSA is happy to partner with PCOQ's FOI-PMO in
promoting awareness and understanding among civil society
organizations of the Freedom of Information (FOI) mandate
and system, as well as facilitating engagement of our
member-CSOs and other partner groups with national
agendies for our key concerns such as land, housing and
urban development (with DHSUD and key shelter agencies),
disaster risk reduction and management (with NDRRMC,
CCC, DENR and other concerned agencies, and women in
conflict with the law (DILG-NJMP, DOJ-BuCor, PCW).

PHILSSA will continue to promote FOI among our members
and other partner groups, and work with PCOO's FCI-PMO
and concerned government agencies for enhanced access to
needed information and the appropriste use of these
information for community development and empowerment.

BENEDICT BALDERRAMA
National Coordinator
Partnership of Philippine Suppert Service Agencies (PHILSSA)

PhIDHRRA

The launching of Barangay FOI by the PCOQ in the Province of
Benguet last June 2021 was attended by several sectors from
the 13 municipalities of Benguet. 18 CSO leaders from the three
CSO Networks /Alliance and partners in the project
implementation of CCCE PAG-PR since 2016 have attended the
launching of FOI have intensified their basic knowledge on goed
governance particularly in advocating the promotion of
transparency and accountability in governance. Mest likely, the
activity provided oppertunities for the citizens to engage in the
FOI program as a tool to better engage with the national and
local governments. Some the participants have tried to access
the FOI website but failed. Maybe, because of poor WIFI
connection or unstable data. Much more, the CSO shared the
recent utility issues in the province portrays governance issue. In
simple analysis, Governance should start from us, the advocator
of Good Governance.

Philippine Partnership for the Development of
Human Resources in Rural Areas (PhilDHRRA)
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COMMUNICATIONS AND CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION (CCDD)
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KRIZIA CASEY P. AVEJAR
Chief, Communications and
Capacity Development Division

If you're going through hell, keep going.
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MARTIN JANN G. CENETA
Information Technology Lead

The quieter you become,
the more you are able to hear.

JOHN WILMER G. JIMENEZ
Senior Communications and
Social Media Specialist

Look for the Extraordinary in the Ordinary.

KATE B. REFENDOR
Senior Creative Arts and
Brand Management Specialist

It's in the act of making things
that we figure out who we are.

MA. JERICA ALEXISSE G. RAMIREZ
Junior Creative Arts Specialist

Believe you can and
you're halfway there.

ARMAND FREDERICK V. GATPAYAT
Communications Officer

VALERIE R. VALENZUELA
‘Communication and
Engagement Officer

Integrity is when we say the same
things publicly that we say privately.

If you want to be happy, be.
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RYAN G. TORDA APRIL F. AUREA

Brand Management Officer

When things go wrong,

Junior Creative Arts Specialist

Let all you do be done in love.

don't go with them.






